Acute gastric mucosal injury: pathogenesis and therapy.
Our knowledge concerning the pathogenesis and treatment of acute gastric mucosal injury is rapidly expanding. The gastric mucosa maintains its integrity despite exposure to hydrochloric acid, pepsin, bile, and potentially damaging ingested substances. The balance between gastric mucosal injury and repair is a dynamic process involving multiple complex mechanisms. Clinically, when this process breaks down, acute gastric musocal injury results. Therapy of this disorder has included the use of antisecretory drugs and antacids, while more recent research efforts are exploring the use of cytoprotective agents.